To what degree is there an original contribution from qualitative research in health care? The theme has not been much debated: but available evidence indicates that the reported contribution does not occur in terms of proposals which emanate from published studies. According to the journal mentioned, qualitative studies in general conclude with common sense proposals, the likes of which are: utilize the results found; educate health care professionals and the population; or continue to investigate the theme at hand. Such proposals do not differ in any way from those derived from studies sustained by other methodologies. However, they seem to lose the potential that historically has characterized ethnographic, phenomenological, or ethno-methodological studies, to mention merely three. The subject is coated in importance not only for academic reasons. In a region which is characterized by sparking sanitary reforms of a transformational nature, qualitative research could offer new elements not only to support them, but also to amplify and strengthen their consolidation.
